CONGRESS for INTEGRAL POLITICS
www.integrale-politik.org

MANIFEST

The time is ripe …
… for a new understanding of politics

Congress for integral Politics

Contents

Taking the path to peaceful and global cultural renewal

2

Manifest

3

Participating organisations and co-signatories

9

Contact details

10

Imprint

Publisher :

Programme Council, Congress for Integral Politics
Gandalf Lipinski (Konvergenzgesellschaft)
Joachim Pfeffinger (HOLON)
Jörg Chemnitz (Die Violetten)
Anne Margreth Schoch (IP)
Romy Motschmann (Integralis Berlin)

Internet:

www.integrale-politik.org

Translation:

Ian Diggance (www.interpres.de)

Layout :

Joachim Pfeffinger, Jörg Chemnitz, Peter Engel

Manifest

Taking the path to peaceful and global cultural renewal

On the present manifest
In August 2008, various participating groups and individuals, for the most
part from Germany and Switzerland, organised the first Congress for Integral
Politics in Götzis, St. Arbogast (Austria), which offered a platform for in-depth
discussions on the contents of an innovative, integral understanding of
politics. This new understanding manifests itself in the outlook on a new,
integral awareness (moreorless as proposed by the culture philosopher, Jean
Gebser) aimed at acting in a globally, culture-renewing manner. An important
result of the congress is the manifest adopted on a consensual basis by all the
participant groupings, which draws attention to the prevailing and worsening
individually psychological, collectively social and ecologically global-centric
major problems and demonstrates some decisive areas where action can be
taken to solve these problems. Many of those attending the congress
expressed the wish that further congresses of this kind should be organised.
A common will to act like a single flow of breath
The Programme Council, which is working on the organisation of the
follow-up congress planned for 2012, is of the opinion that it is now
necessary to spread as far afield as possible the gained insights and
existing possibilities for changing cultural life, and in doing so to strive to
establish networks with other like-minded groups.
One goal is to implement the points of action laid down in the manifest.
Another goal of the follow-up congress and other events of this kind is to
instil a common desire for action in all of those people who desire these
changes from the heart, with as many insightful people as possible
throughout Europe and the rest of the world putting this desire into
practice just as if they were to draw breath in the very same moment.
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MANIFEST
Agreement for Joint Action
More and more people have recognized that in order to support public
welfare, preserve the environment and develop democracy in a vital way, a
new understanding of politics is needed. This new understanding of politics
requires an all-embracing consciousness, which we call “integral”. The
expression “integral consciousness” can be defined in an individual and
collective sense by what many people understand as wisdom, spirituality and
“the intelligence of the heart”.
The present global problems and tasks cannot and should not be solved by
a handful of decision-makers. Therefore active political participation by the
wider population is required, and this can happen only insofar as people
are ready to take on responsibility.
The participants who assembled at the Congress for Integral Politics
possess this new consciousness, and they are prepared to take on this
responsibility. They feel committed to agreeing upon and taking common
action for in-depth change which transgresses their individual efforts.

Present Position
We appreciate the immense achievements of modern times and would not
want to do without them. However, the one-sided materialistic view of life and
humanity following the Enlightenment, together with the belief in
exponential economic growth, have proven to be serious global errors.
Essentially, we see humankind as being confronted with three major problem
areas.
1. The psychological-individual problem area includes the experience on the
part of many of being overwhelmed by contemporary life, leading to
depression, loss of purpose, addiction, violence and egocentrism.
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2. The area of social problems comprises ever-increasing world-wide
poverty and human exploitation, the collapse of supportive community
life, the separation and resulting isolation of more and more people, and
the exclusion of disadvantaged fellow citizens.
3. The area of ecological problems includes the gradual breakdown of
ecological systems, threatening the existence of humanity and all the
creatures of this earth.

These problems originate to a considerable extent in illusory beliefs about
what satisfies human needs.

Integral politics is searching for concrete solutions to these three problem
areas by dealing with the causes of the situation, not just the symptoms.
Non-material needs such as affection, belonging, justice, creativity, meaning
and the security of each human being and all creatures of this earth cannot be
satisfied only on the material level through consumption and wealth.
However, the materialism that dominates our present values attempts to
address and fulfill human needs on the material level through income,
consumption and property.
This attempt is doomed to failure. Non-material needs that remain
unsatisfied lead to inner discontent, ever-increasing material demand and
escape into substitute gratification. Addiction - to alcohol, drugs, food,
material goods and power destroys on the one hand the human beings
themselves, and on the other, a peaceful society.
The considerable imbalance created through the inequity of possessions,
consumption and developmental freedom causes strife. At present,
unlimited material demands affect the balance of nature, thus
exponentially destroying the environment, the basic fabric of life. Growthbased economies are products of misguided financial systems, particularly
in industrial countries, and are fostered today by the demand for
consumption that substitutes for authentic fulfillment.
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Goals
The main goal is to foster change based on the aforementioned
reflections: The best possible resolution of the needs and
development on all existential levels of human life in connection
with all creatures of the earth, as well as with the earth itself.
To achieve this goal, the following individual and collective changes are
needed.

1. Psychological-individual change

! The one-sided materialism that accompanies consumption and property
must be overcome, yet at the same time the material base - including
nature - has to be attended to with the utmost care. Material moderation
becomes possible only when non-material needs are satisfied.

! Material consumption needs to be supplanted by growth at emotional,
mental, and spiritual level by individuals and societies, which will be
expressed by a deepening of the compassion for all sensate beings. Every
single human being needs to take responsibility for this process.

2. Social-collective goals

! Strengthening fundamental democratic structures.
! Establishing spiritually supportive and connected communities with more
possibilities for self-sufficiency.

! Strengthening solidarity by giving priority and space to those in the lowest
levels of society.

3. Ecological earth-centered goals

! A sensible form of economic activity in which the material needs of
humans are based on a just and sustainable production and distribution of
goods.

! A financial system which puts an end to the necessity of the growth of
economies and supports human existence and sustainability.
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! Strengthening local regions instead of accumulating power at one central
point.

! Expanding the culture of freedom, wisdom and love, which has been
recognized as a universal evolutionary power.

Actions
At the Congress for Integral Politics, the participants arrived at an
agreement on a common platform. They came up with the metaphor of "a
common breath" to sustain the communal feelings and solidarity created
at the congress and support their individual and collective work toward the
aforementioned goals.
The following actions are based on the wishes and thoughts of those
attending the Congress. There are long-term and short-term plans of
actions that should lead to concrete projects. They can be extended and
altered even after the Congress has finished.
1. Strengthening of existing solutions (present)
We would like to strengthen and support the beneficent and meaningful work
of numerous establishments and cultural projects throughout the world.

2. Establishment of vital and spiritually supportive communities
(present and long-term)
Communities are crucial for human existence, for survival, and for mental
and spiritual development. Culture can only develop in a collective manner,
which also counteracts the tendency to isolation.

3. Direct democracy (long-term)
Democracy should be a culture of love. This requires that the greatest
number of people participate in the decision-making process. To achieve
this is necessarily a long-term process.
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4. Media (immediate and long-term)
We intend to set up our own media to popularize our own interests and
those of other groups. To that end we will pursue short-term and longterm methods.
In the short-term, we are looking for ways of co-operating with existing
media. In the long-term, we will try to raise money (through grants, etc.)
to establish a global media network for raising levels of consciousness.

5. Political parties (immediate)
We strengthen and support existing and emerging political movements. At
present, for example, these include “Die Violetten“ in Germany and the
“IP“ (Integrale Politik) in Switzerland.

6. Networking of community movements (immediate)
We need to support neutral encounter networks such as HOLON or the
“HOLON-Café“ to link up with like-minded people who are searching for a
new, integral culture. The network will expand by bringing people together
through congresses and events.

7. Financial system & regional currencies (immediate)
We support regional and complementary currencies as a means of
initiating fundamental financial reform.

8. Subsidiarity and global federalism (long-term)
We would like people to be more closely involved in decision-making
processes. Therefore, wherever possible, we will support a shift in
sovereignty and decision-making processes from national to regional
levels in the sense of true subsidiarity. At the same time, we see a
necessity for strengthening ethical and democratic principles world-wide.
As a long-term goal, we aim to help reform the United Nations into a
democratically legitimatized world federation.
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9. European regions, Charter for a democratic Europe (immediate)
We are witnessing an emerging European system of government which
will result in the concentration of political power in a few hands for many
years to come. This would endanger the realization of our ultimate
democratic goal. Therefore, we will develop an alternative charter for a
democratic Europe and present it to as many people and groups as
possible.

10. Education and education science (long-term)
The political and economic leaders of tomorrow are the children of today.
The nurturing of natural talents, culture and education is to be extricated
from the constraints of economic interests. Pedagogic endeavors should be
based on an integrative view of humanity and life. Everybody should have
the opportunity to develop their latent potential.

Final Accord
We are striving towards a social order that places the utmost value on
knowledge of oneself through personal and spiritual development,
compassion, goodwill, creativity, open communication, ecological thinking,
non-violence, spiritual freedom, humane ecology, equal rights and equal
opportunities for all, tolerance and personal responsibility. To this end, we
are engaging in the areas of action we consider essential. We do so in
serenity and joy, as well as out of respect for our abilities and energy
resources.
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Participating organisations
HOLON-Netzwerk, Europe
IP (Integrale Politik), Switzerland
Die Violetten - für spirituelle Politik, Germany
Konvergenzgesellschaft, Germany
TALENT, Switzerland

Co-signatories
Anima Mundi Akademie, 57632 Kescheid, Rheinland-Pfalz (DE)
Integralis Berlin, 10999 Berlin, Deutschland
Mens en Spirit, 6836 TV Arnhem, Niederlande
Oya - anders denken.anders leben, 17440 Klein Jasedow, DE
Iris Suter, 4102 Binningen, Basel-Landschaft (CH)
Jan Swierczynski, 26188 Edewecht, Niedersachsen (DE)
Ingrid Hartman, 8037 Zürich, Zürich (CH)
Sandra Manzanell, 7402 Bonaduz, Graubünden (CH)
Kerstin Hartkopf, 30165 Hannover, Niedersachsen (DE)
Gideon Arns, 42285 Wuppertal, Nordrhein-Westfalen (DE)
Raimund Eckle, 73101 Aichelberg, Baden-Württemberg (DE)
Renata Rauber, 8006 Zürich, Schweiz
Cyril Moog, 60316 Frankfurt, Hessen (DE)
Jutta Zedlitz, 10247 Berlin, Berlin (DE)
Doris Vez, 4563 Gerlafingen, Solothurn (CH)
Karin Müller, 8037 Zürich, Zürich (CH)
Ingrid Margarethe Engelmann, 24340 Eckernförde, Deutschland
Traugott Elsässer, 9300 Wittenbach-Kronbühl, Sankt Gallen (CH)
Gabriele Jonas, 76275 Ettlingen, Baden-Württemberg (DE)
Ilse Rendtorff, 24119 Kronshagen, Schleswig-Holstein (DE)
Gerhard Wagner, 07158 Lloret de Vistalegre, Spanien
Uwe Obertowski, 10961 Berlin, Deutschland
Frank-Arnulf Real, 13353 Berlin, Berlin (DE)
Henk Verpoorten, 68870 Bartenheim, Frankreich
Rainer Pauli, 14770 Brandenburg, Brandenburg (DE)
Uschi Bauer, 79539 Lörrach, Baden-Württemberg (DE)
Walter Friedmann, 77815 Bühl, Baden-Württemberg (DE)
Hannes Leitner, 6330 Cham, Schweiz
Anka Paggen, 6262 NP Banholt, Niederlande
Franz Lagger, 2020 Hollabrunn, Österreich
Susanne Sölken, 10119 Berlin, Deutschland
Josef Elmer, 19217 Carlow, Deutschland
Thomas Bezler, 71394 Kernen, Deutschland
Ralf Albrecht, 73614 Schorndorf, Baden-Württemberg (DE)
Lisa Werle, 70178 Stuttgart, Baden-Württemberg (DE)
Alexander Hausmann, 30459 Hannover, Deutschland
Mario Walz, 51645 Gummersbach, Nordrhein-Westfalen (DE)
Monika Brückl, 72474 Winterlingen, Deutschland
Chris Schülke, 58097 Hagen, Nordrhein-Westfalen (DE)
Gabriel Pfändler, 8126 Zumikon, Schweiz
Jonas Fricker, 5400 Baden, Aargau (CH)
Niklaus Bayer, CH 9016 St. Gallen, Schweiz
Rosmarie Wydler-Wälti, CH-4054 Basel, Schweiz
Markus Benz, 79106 Freiburg, Baden-Württemberg (DE)
Bettina Stratmann, 54675 Nusbaum, Rheinland-Pfalz (DE)
Remy Holenstein, 9620 Lichtensteig, Schweiz
Irène Rai, 3113 Rubigen, Bern (CH)
Carola Zenetti, 82229 Seefeld-Hechendorf, Bayern (DE)
André Rebsamen, 6033 Buchrain, Luzern (CH)
Gérard Poffet, 1638 Morlon, Schweiz
Gary Zemp, 6005 Luzern, Schweiz
Cécile Cassini, 4303 Kaiseraugst, Schweiz
Werner Binder, 8049 Zürich, Schweiz
Hubert Schiller, 97702 Münnerstadt, Bayern (DE)
Andreas Poldrack, 01219 Dresden, Sachsen (DE)
Christa Olbrich, 64289 Darmstadt, Baden-Württemberg (DE)
Sabina Florenz, 40593 Düsseldorf, Nordrhein-Westfalen (DE)

Elsbeth Werner, 76227 Karlsruhe, Baden-Württemberg (DE)
Michael Noack, 63456 Hanau, Hessen (DE)
Helga Zycha, 29485 Lemgow, Niedersachsen (DE)
Susanne Clemenz, 24222 Schwentinental, Schleswig-Holstein (DE)
Carsten Ziegenbein, 30627 Hannover, Niedersachsen (DE)
Karin Meyer-Woelke, 30455 Hannover, Niedersachsen (DE)
Roland Schwarzer, 40593 Düsseldorf, Nordrhein-Westfalen (DE)
Erwin Schott, 55262 Heidesheim, Rheinland-Pfalz (DE)
Sylvia Schott, 55262 Heidesheim, Rheinland-Pfalz (DE)
Susanne Ahlendorf, 63110 Rodgau, Hessen (DE)
Sabine Dohrwardt, 24146 Kiel, Schleswig-Holstein (DE)
Jens Becker, 65719 Hofheim, Hessen (DE)
Joachim Ehrismann, 3008 Bern, Bern (CH)
Giorgio Benedetti, 8636 Wald, Zürich (CH)
Marion Schmitz, 40215 Düsseldorf, Nordrhein-Westfalen (DE)
Donatella Santocono, 6648 Minusio, Tessin (CH)
Michael Schneider, 57629 Malberg, Deutschland
Sabine Kretschmer, 30853 Langenhagen, Niedersachsen (DE)
Dorian Salzburg, 24229 Dänischenhagen, Schleswig-Holstein (DE)
Axel Sallmann, 61279 Grävenwiesbach, Hessen (DE)
Bruno Walter, 91717 Wassertrüdingen, Bayern (DE)
Nicole Lieger, 1020 Wien, Österreich
Hans-Peter Studer, 9037 Speicherschwendi, Schweiz
Margitta Wolter, 31084 Freden (Leine), Niedersachsen (DE)
Carl Polónyi, 10585 Berlin, Deutschland
Susanne Acker, 56112 Lahnstein, Rheinland-Pfalz (DE)
Carola Asmus, 17217 Alt Rehse, Mecklenburg-Vorpommern (DE)
Beatrice Rinderknecht, 8700 Küsnacht, Schweiz
Cosmo B. Haldenwang, 17217 Alt Rehse, Deutschland
Hugo Morger, 8303 Bassersdorf, Schweiz
Dieter Bäldle, 2502 Biel/Bienne, Schweiz
Günter Dziomba, 45472 Mülheim, Nordrhein-Westfalen (DE)
Kollengode Natarajan, 51149 Köln, Nordrhein-Westfalen (DE)
Anne Margreth Schoch, 8003 Zürich, Schweiz
Willi Maurer Maurer, 6994 Aranno, Tessin (CH)
Robert R. Merz, 4914 Roggwil, Bern (CH)
Wilfried Ott, 61200 Wölfersheim, Hessen (DE)
Dirk Johns, 88147 Achberg, Deutschland
Stefan Walter, 01217 Dresden, Sachsen (DE)
Alfred Groff, L-8005 Bertrange, Luxemburg
Jens-Uwe Schön, 99867 Gotha, Deutschland
Reiner Schmidt, 80797 München, Bayern (DE)
Esther Raez, 3007 Bern, Schweiz
Andreas Valentin, 67280 Ebertsheim, Deutschland
Sabine Heusser Engel, 8400 Winterthur, Zürich (CH)
Stefanie Haupt, 21149 Hamburg, Hamburg (DE)
Marion Reker, 53177 Bonn, Deutschland
Christa Schmitz-Kreuter, 56072 Koblenz, Rheinland-Pfalz (DE)
Torsten Seydler, 04105 Leipzig, Sachsen (DE)
Urban Waltenspül, 5012 Schönenwerd, Solothurn (CH)
Chritstoph Dold, 80797 München, Bayern (DE)
Ernst-Guenter Hilgenstock, 79356 Eichstetten, BadenWürttemberg (DE)
Norbert Kruse, 24960 Glücksburg/Ostsee, Deutschland
Gandalf Lipinski, 37581 Heckenbeck, Niedersachsen (DE)
Joachim Pfeffinger, 4133 Pratteln, Schweiz
Jörg Chemnitz, 24114 Kiel, Schleswig-Holstein (DE)
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Contact details
Internet
www.integrale-politik.org

Sekretariat HOLON
CH-3000 Bern
T: +41 (0)31 398 80 50
F: +41 (0)31 398 80 51

Executive Office
Jörg Chemnitz
Dubenhorst 6
D - 24114 Kiel
T: +49 (0)431 6709 80 82
F: +49 (0)431 6709 80 83
ip@project-fair.com

Bank account (for donations):
Die Violetten
Purpose of payment: KIP
Account no.: 200 1234 00
Bank code: 430 609 67
GLS Gemeinschaftsbank eG
BIC: GENO DE M 1 GLS
IBAN: DE14 4306 0967 0200 1234 00

Date: May 2011

This manifest can be co-signed at
www.integrale-politik.org

